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The DCMS Tiger Tales is a monthly publication that keeps the Dawson County Middle School
community updated on DMS events and information.


Dawson County Middle School 4th Annual Fun Run was a
Huge Success
 
On November 1, 2021, all students participated in a 2.5-mile Fun Run here at DCMS! This is our ONLY
school-wide fundraiser for the year and all proceeds will go back to our students for things like student
luncheons and recognitions, PBIS rewards, and events, our end-of-year “carnival,” classroom supplies
for labs and activities, and so much more! Thank you to our students and staff for working so hard to
make this event possible. Mrs. Skelton's homeroom had the best participation rate and earned a
Chick�la breakfast. Mrs. Alman's homeroom raised the most money with $1781! Her homeroom
earned a Chick�la breakfast.
 
Fun Run Winners
6th Girls
Maria Gloekner 16:35
Sarah Carrington 16:45







Student Council Completes Sock Drive for DCMS


Allie Heidt 18:26
6th Boys
Luke Vanderhoff 15:49
Mason Payne 16:08
Brody Sorensen 16:15
 
 
7th Girls
Summer Lundy 15:57
Caroline Hughes 17:59
Pressley Glass 18:12
7th Boys
Anderson Trappnell 14:17
Jackson Dorris 14:50
Cody McBrayer 17:08
Teachers
Allison Speece 18:35
Benjy Edwards 19:47
Kevin Grigsby 21:16
Winners of the Beats Headphones for collecting the most money:
6th:
Skyler Leppert
Peyton Sullivan
7th:
Eisa Chapman
Will Hamilton
Winners of the Hydro�ask
Carter Jones







Spotlight on Academics


Our DCMS Student Council members wrapped up their annual sock drive this year collecting over 2000
pairs of socks. The socks are donated to our local community and the Dawson County Foster Closet.
Homeroom classes competed to see who could collect the most pairs of socks. Congratulations to
Mrs. Spencer's class. Her class received chicken biscuits for breakfast!


Georgia Milestones Achievement Level Descriptors
  With the implementation of the Georgia Milestones Assessment System, Georgia educators have
developed four achievement levels to describe student mastery and command of the knowledge and
skills outlined in Georgia’s content standards. Most students have at least some knowledge of the
content described in the content standards; however, achievement levels succinctly describe how
much mastery a student has. Achievement levels give meaning and context to scale scores by
describing the knowledge and skills students must demonstrate to achieve each level.
The four achievement levels on Georgia Milestones are Beginning Learner, Developing Learner,
Pro�cient Learner, and Distinguished Learner. The general meaning of each of the four levels is
provided below:
Beginning Learners do not yet demonstrate pro�ciency in the knowledge and skills necessary at this
grade level/course of learning, as speci�ed in Georgia’s content standards. The students need
substantial academic support to be prepared for the next grade level or course and to be on track for
college and career readiness.
Developing Learners demonstrate partial pro�ciency in the knowledge and skills necessary at this
grade level/course of learning, as speci�ed in Georgia’s content standards. The students need
additional academic support to ensure success in the next grade level or course and to be on track for
college and career readiness.
Pro�cient Learners demonstrate pro�ciency in the knowledge and skills necessary at this grade
level/course of learning, as speci�ed in Georgia’s content standards. The students are prepared for
the next grade level or course and are on track for college and career readiness.
Distinguished Learners demonstrate advanced pro�ciency in the knowledge and skills necessary at
this grade level/course of learning, as speci�ed in Georgia’s content standards. The students are well
prepared for the next grade level or course and are well prepared for college and career readiness.
More detailed and content-speci�c concepts and skills are provided for each grade, content area, and
course in the Achievement Level Descriptors (ALDs). ALDs are narrative descriptions of the
knowledge and skills expected at each of the four achievement levels and were developed for each
grade level, content area, and course by committees of Georgia educators in March 2015 and July
2015. The ALDs are based on the state-adopted content standards. 
 
ALDs show a progression of knowledge and skills for which students must demonstrate competency
across the achievement levels. It is important to understand that a student should demonstrate
mastery of the knowledge and skills within his/her achievement level as well as all content and skills in
any achievement levels that precede his/her own, if any. For example, a Pro�cient Learner should also
possess the knowledge and skills of a Developing Learner and a Beginning Learner.
FOr a description of the Georgia Milestones End of Grade (EOG) Achievement Level Descriptors for
6th and 7th grade click on the links below.
6th: https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-
Assessment/Assessment/Documents/Milestones/ALD/Parent_Friendly_ALD/GA_Milestones_ALDs_f
or_Parents-Grade_6.pdf
 



https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Documents/Milestones/ALD/Parent_Friendly_ALD/GA_Milestones_ALDs_for_Parents-Grade_6.pdf





Connections


7th: https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-
Assessment/Assessment/Documents/Milestones/ALD/Parent_Friendly_ALD/GA_Milestones_ALDs_f
or_Parents-Grade_7.pdf
 


Sixth Grade Students Visited JA BizTown in October
 
Our 6th-grade students visited JA BizTown, a program sponsored by Junior Achievement of Georgia.
This experience allowed students to interact within a simulated economy and take on the challenge of
fueling a business. The students also learned about "the intricacies of being a professional and
member of the community". The students also enjoyed being able to explore the career opportunities
available within their city. Junior Achievement (JA) focuses on high-impact programs that drive long-
term outcomes in areas of �nancial literacy, career readiness, and fostering the entrepreneurial spirit.
Our students had an amazing time!


In our Invention and Innovations classes, students are learning about mechanical energy. In this
particular experiment, students were testing gravitational energy and the effects of weight and height.
Our new Connections wing allows students ample space to spread out for hands-on learning!



https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Documents/Milestones/ALD/Parent_Friendly_ALD/GA_Milestones_ALDs_for_Parents-Grade_7.pdf





Stay in the KNOW! Check out our DCMS News Team's
Newscast for Friday, November 1st!
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Literacy Connection


Find Free Reading Resources and access our DCMS Library
resouces by clicking the image below.


Looking for literacy resources and online books for your K-
12 student? Check out the links below.



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vT8k312mOT7msbpCOSPhRMyKW0BPxL-RMmXwJliglMlrJWVBNg434K4PKAe5NBJis_Ufy8O035Zuum5/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000





PBIS News


Children's Readin… www.gadoe.org


PBIS Quarterly Rewards -1st 9 weeks
We didn’t let the rain get in the way of Quarter One Field Day! All students that met PBIS behavior
expectations this quarter participated in a fun-�lled day of games! At the end of the day, the students
participated in a ra�e sponsored by Launch Dawsonville, GA! Fifteen winners picked up a 30-minute
jump pass. Congratulations to the winners and way to be on the PROWL!
 
Special thanks to Launch for making this ra�e possible for our students. We appreciate your support
of our PBIS program! #dcmsontheprowl



https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Curriculum-and-Instruction/Pages/Children's-Reading-Resources--.aspx

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/dcmsontheprowl?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZX0oSB7RLFH2tr6b3c6g6Lf7P2n0zp_IhjNUyY8B1T2zTnu9hFt1zBqFOLuxyfztp2ecBBQM8hK-u1mnrPkbqGzvInx7Cj063gVxASTTdGTC-zjhmiSPccPxA7cMXCcxOaZv0mJwZEDMEJBCoCml_0zzxnlpYTmJNVJ9EaRF49YNSuG8h6n0_t7kE5_5Pfxl5c&__tn__=*NK-R





Congratulations to our PBIS Student and Sta� Member of the
Week for the Month of October!







Thank you to the following businesses for sponsoring our
PBIS ra�es and Student Activities in October!







DCMS Students and Sta� Celebrated Red Ribbon Week
October 25th-29th
Students and staff celebrated red ribbon week with dress-up days on October 25th-October 29th. The
2021 National Red Ribbon Week Theme, is DrugFree Looks Like Me™. This theme is a reminder that
everyday Americans across the country make signi�cant daily contributions to their communities by
being the best they can be because they live Drug-Free! Dress up days will be:
Monday, 10/25/21
Camo Day - Hideout from drugs
Tuesday, 10/26/21 
Decade Day -Life is a journey, travel drug-free
Wednesday, 10/27/21
Sports Day - Team up against drugs
Thursday, 10/28/21
America Day - Stand United in the decision to say "No"
Friday, 10/29/21
Halloween Costume Day - Say BOO to Drugs. 







DCMS Student Council O�cers Selected
Congratulations to our Student Council O�cers:
President: Naarah Baptiste 
Vice President: Mason Payne 
Treasurer: Carley Grizzle 
Secretary: Kylie Turner 
Historian: Gavin Waite











After School at DCMS -Athletic Activities


 
 
Congratulations to our October Student of the Month recipients and our Staff Member of the Month!
The recipients were honored with a luncheon from Zaxbys and dessert from Dairy Queen. Students are
nominated for exemplifying our PBIS PROWL Expectations. PERSEVERE, REACH out with kindness,
OWN your Actions, be WILLING to put others �rst, and LEAD with Integrity.
6th Grade:
Liam Rabideaux
Kevin Matos 
Cynthia Lopez 
Kathryn Battles
 
7th Grade: 
Ryleigh Georgia 
Aden Oglesby 
Wil Hamilton 
Addy Jones 
Wade Gardner 
 
 
Staff Member of the Month:
Marc Bottoms 
 
Congratulations to all of our winners and a big thank you to Zaxbys and Dairy Queen for helping us
honor our winners! #dcmsontheprowl 


Click the image below to find information and schedules for
all DCMS Athletic Teams!







https://dcms.dawsoncountyschools.org/athletics





After School at DCMS -Extracurricular Activities


Little Tiger Theater Co. Announces Two New Productions
The LittleTiger Theatre Co. announced two upcoming productions. Old Fashion Christmas
Performances will be held at DCMS on December 9th-11th. High School Musical Performances will be
held at the PAC on March 25th-27th. Congratulations to the cast for both productions! We can't wait
to see you perform!


DCMS Students had a BLAST at the Halloween Dance
The Halloween Dance was a blast. Students had the opportunity to dance, buy concessions, and take
photos in a Halloween-themed photo booth. Thank you to our wonderful PTSO, our staff, and the


l t W i t d di ti t t d t !







Need Help? We've got you covered!







Counselor's Corner


DCMS Students and Sta� Participated in Unity Day 2021 on
October 20th


On October 20-21, 2021 students at DCMS celebrated Unity Day. Unity Day is an annual event
occurring during National Bullying Prevention Month in October that promotes joining together to
create healthier communities through kindness, acceptance, and inclusion. During Unity Day, which is
October 20th, students are encouraged to “wear and share the color orange”. On October 21st,







students participated in an anti-bullying awareness lesson, and viewed the �lm regarding bullying
called “Wonder”. It was a great time of coming together as a school community to unite through
kindness and take time to learn the warning signs of bullying and how to report a friend in need to a
trusted adult.
DCMS is united in our effort to end bullying!
 
Mrs. Jordan LeFevre, EdS
Professional School Counselor
Dawson County Middle School 
Phone 706-216-4849 ext.1333| Fax 706-265-1426







https://dawsoncountyschools.org/departments/school_nutrition/menus









DCMS Student Council Begins Thanksgiving Food Drive
Student Council is asking homerooms to collect these items for the Thanksgiving Donation Food Drive.
Donations graciously accepted through November 18th. Let's make sure all of Dawson County has a
wonderful Thanksgiving.
~Mrs. Grigsby and Mrs. Evans
 







UNDERSTANDING ACADEMIC RIGOR
 
Now that we have �nished quarter 1, your child should be settling in with the block schedule and the
high expectations set forth by their teachers. At Dawson County Middle School, one of our School
Improvement Goals is to Increase rigorous instruction in all content areas. You might �nd yourself
wondering what is rigor? To put it simply, rigor requires students to think deeply. It helps students learn
at higher levels.
 
Increasing rigor begins with increasing expectations. Teachers are using the Rigor and Relevance
Framework when creating their lessons to determine the level of rigor. Not only are they designing
lessons that incorporate more rigorous opportunities but they are applying them to real-world
scenarios A rigorous and relevant curriculum moves students from acquisition of knowledge to







application of knowledge. This will help your child learn to think deeply and make meaning for
themselves.
 
Rigor in the classroom looks like higher-level questioning, using critical thinking skills to compare and
contrast, problem-solving, and creativity. Of course, that is just a sample of the ways teachers raise
rigor in their instruction. Students are also supported throughout their learning process so they can
learn at higher levels and complete challenging tasks. Students also have the opportunity to
demonstrate learning at high levels which could be through a project, debate, or informative research.
Here is an example of a rigorous project from one of our math classes: Students had to research types
of birds and the kinds of birdhouses they live in for Dawson County. Then they had to plan and draw a
sketch of their birdhouse on graph paper with a scale key. Next, the students had to convert their
birdhouse design onto wood. Finally, the students constructed their birdhouses for use in their
community. The birdhouses are currently on display in the media center.
 
Some common myths about rigor:


1. Lots of homework is a sign of rigor.
2. Rigor means doing more.
3. Rigor is not for everyone.
4. Providing support means lessening rigor.
5. Resources equal rigor.
�. Standards alone take care of rigor.
7. Rigor is just one more thing to do.


If your child is struggling, please know they are being challenged through rigorous instruction and will
be provided the support they need in order to be successful. It will take time for your child to change
their way of thinking. The best thing you can do is to talk with your child about what they are learning.
See if they can apply new information from one context to another. More importantly, have
conversations with your child that challenge them to think beyond the right answer.
Additional Resources
Explaining academic rigor — and why you want it for your child
4 Myths About Rigor in the Classroom
 
Cindy Bennett
MTSS Coordinator & Virtual Academy Advisor
Dawson County Middle School
706-216-4849 ext.1306
cindybennett@dawson.k12.ga.us



https://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/explaining-academic-rigor-and-why-you-want-it-for-your-child/

https://static.pdesas.org/content/documents/M1-Slide_21_4_Myths_of_Rigor.pdf

mailto:cindybennett@dawson.k12.ga.us





https://forms.gle/kb3ghPfHjWW8CcCq9

https://support.schoology.com/hc/en-us/sections/200216633-Schoology-Videos





Facebook @DCMSTigers


Dawson County Middle School


5126 Georgia HWY 9, Dawsonvi… kwestbrook@dawson.k12.ga.us


706-216-4849 dcms.dawsoncountyschools.or…



https://www.facebook.com/DCMSTigers/

http://www.twitter.com/@DCMSTigers

https://s.smore.com/u/35e03a67b203f43816a2c8a97e4068fa.png

http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=5126%20Georgia%20HWY%209%2C%20Dawsonville%2C%20GA%2C%20USA&hl=en

mailto:kwestbrook@dawson.k12.ga.us

tel:706-216-4849

https://dcms.dawsoncountyschools.org/




